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The decision of the Board of Education to put a 
million-dollar bond issue before the voters to finance 
the building of swimming pools strikes us. at first 
glance, like pure luxury

We realize, however, that swimming is one of the 
most healthful of physical activities, and today's youth 
often are shorted in the school*' physical education pro­ 
grams Too many wind up as spectators while the varsity 
teams perform on the field

Construction of swimming pools at the high schools, 
thon as proposed in the million-dollar issue to be added 
to the February bond vote, would offer to a large num 
her of students an improved physical fitness facility

In the same light, the development of other facil­ 
ities might also prove highly beneficial, perhaps on » 
more limited basis For some students it might be bowl 
tng lane:, for others additional tennis courts, handball 
courts, or basketball facilities

Unfortunately, despite the high-sounding talk of a 
booming prosperitv which has been issuing from the Or­ 
acles of Washington, the taxpayer finds it harder and 
harder to meet the increasing demands the growing lay­ 
ers of government place on his income.

A booming economv doesn't mean much to the tax­ 
payer when the citv school, state, and federal govern- 
ments plus the myriad of special taxing agencies gel 
through with his salary.

There are things the Torrance schools need worse 
than swimming pools. Bond money does not come from 
a bottomless well, although it's casv to infer that the 
school administrators are coming more and more to 
think the supply is unlimited

If the schools have all the classrooms and labs and 
shops that are needed, the swimming pools might be a 
valuable addition.

Until we're convinced otherwise, the Press-Herald 
believe* the swimming pool item calls for spending that 
Isn't entirely necessary. We have plenty of necessary 
spending to suit us without adding luxury items.

We recommend now that the swimming pool idea 
be rejected

GUEST EDITORIAL 
Our Vanishing Heritage

P.y ROSS A SCIARROTT V 
Torranee City Councilman

A political scientist must evaluate governmental 
functions of the past, present, and project future 
trends. A City Councilman experiences and lives 
through these changes. Being both. I can sec a contin­ 
uous creeping invasion on the residual powers of local 
governments. In most cases, local officials unwittingly 
invite this encroachment. If the trend continues, one 
of these day* we will awaken and find that our local 
authority is subservient, entirely, to the Federal Cfov- 
ernment.

The real problems which confront American com­ 
munities, and will confront them in the future, are on 
the desks of Mayors and Councilmen of America. Who. 
more than they, can unite to pursue common objec­ 
tives for the betterment of their communities and their 
people? Arc we, as city officials, to be robbed of the 
initiative, resourcefulness and daring which was com­ 
mon with the city officials of past generations? If ev­ 
erything is to be planned for us through the magic 
of handouts by a far off government of delegated 
powers, then we. as city officials have outlived our 
usefulness.

The growth and the strength of our communities 
depends on how well local officials and local citizens 
do their jobs. Ar* we to believe that states and locali­ 
ties do not have the primary responsibility for meet­ 
ing these problems'1 Who can better deal with com­ 
munity problems th.in those who know them best** A 
community's determination to mobilize its own public 
and private resources to modernize it. a much more 
efficient and surely more gratifying. Many of our cit­ 
ies, in the mad scramble to accept Federal hand-out, 
obligated themselves to tuntch these funds and today 
find themselves tumble to meet their obligations just 
as our National Government has not been able to re­ 
duce the national debt, These cities will eventually find 
out that they muM not only meet their local obliga­ 
tions but must also help pay back the Federal handout 
which they felt was God-sent. It is hard to understand 
why some, of this money, if it is available, is not left in 
the states to begin with. Thirty-seven cents out of each 
dollar is lost on the way to Washington and back

We are nil proud of our heritage and our founding 
fathers and the constitution which they handed down 
to us. It's a ijrcat document. It has survived for 178 
years. It specifically states that the Federal Govern­ 
ment is a government of delegated powers and it lists 
those powers and limitations. Our Federal Government 
should concentrate and limit itself to the powers dele­ 
gated to it It s a big job to provide for the common 
defense, establish postal roads, deliver the mail, pro­ 
mote friendly relations with foreign countries, make 
favorable treaties, regulate foreign and interstate com­ 
merce, regulate our currency and standards of meas­ 
urement',, and settle disputes between states.

If each segment of our American Political Institu­ 
tions is left alone to do the tasks which belong to it. 
and our citizenry becomes the real watch-dog and sees 
to it that each segment performs intelligently and ef- 
liiiently ami refuse to return to office those who fail 
in their duties, America uill have itnthiiiK to tear How­ 
ever, if this creeping encroachment on local rule con 
linues, it will not only weaken community authority 
the fundamental essential of democracy and citizen 
responsibility but also destroy the Importance of the 
individual.
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KERB CAEN SAYS:

Press AgenTs Ad Turns 
Up One Legion Survivor

SACRAMENTO REPORT

Marine Corps Marks 190 
Years oi Honor, Glorv

STUNT Those Personal 
ads th£t have been running 
in local want art sections 
iSoldiers of fortune, rise 
again, fight again (or Amer­ 
ican cash' Wanted at once, 
former members of the 
French Foreign legion." 
etc i sounded like a pitch 
for » secret army, but no It 
was only the fine, sneaky 
hand of Russell Birdweli. 
H'wood's premier pics s 
agent. Universal is doing a 
second re-make of "Beau 
Geste." this time with Bill 
Holden t\tn points if you 
remember Ronald Colman 
in the '20 original, five 
point! for Gary Cooprr in 
3fi> and the ad flushed onr 

local survivor of the legion 
lx«on Nicolai. a well-to-do 
mfr of women's clothes 
An Imperial Russian diplo­ 
mat in Paris during W'War 
I. he Joined the I/egion and 
served in the Sudan and Al- 
scria till 1920. winning * 
boxful of medals, lie is not. 
however, answering the ad;

I'm too old to fight again "
T*.

.11 LI0 BORTOLAZZO. 
Pres. of San Mateo College, 
ha* a favorite school story 
--about the kindergarten 
teacher who brings a rabbit 
for the kids to ptoy with, 
and is asked. "Is it a boy or 
» girl " When she replies 
"I don't known," a boy 
pipes up. "I know how to 
find out" Bracing herself.

slip asks "How 1 " Wo can 
takp a vote." he replies 
brightly

YANKEE KNOW-HOW
strikes again: a life-size 
"Little Honeymoon Doll"- 
inspired, of course, by Moon 
Maid's motherhood in the 
Dick Tracy comic strip- is 
already on the market . 
Slurlcy Trrnple and Charlie 
Black were off to shoot thp 
Rogue River rapids in Ore­ 
gon and a friend asked 
her: "Isn't it dangerous?" 
"Golly. I hope so." dimpled 
ShliT . Disc Jock Dan 
S o r k i n, who distributes 
those nutty "Mary Poppinn 
is a .lunkie" bumper strips, 
is threatened with a suit by 
Walt Disney, who made the 
movie and can PROVE that 
the tea she prepares is for 
drinking, not gmoking. (Sor- 
kin is also responsible for 
that "Watching TV Makes 
You Sterile" strip, to be fol­ 
lowed soon by "Apple Pic Is 
Fluoridated"" Where is 
a hamburger not a ham­ 
burger'' In Hamburg. Ger­ 
many, reports » recent re­ 
turnee He asked for a 
hsmburber there and was 
served a shot of K urn me! 
with a beer chaser In Ham­ 
burg. THAT'S a hamburger 
. . . Since Frank Sinatra has 
been around these parts 
lately, perhaps it's timely to 
report what Bernie Alien 
said to Frank Sinatra Jr.

onr rpcent night After 
hearing him sing. Rprnle 
said "Kid. you're good   
you don't have to trade on 
your father'* name. Why 
don't you drop the Jr.?"

A BIG MAILING machine 
outfit refuses to usr a pro­ 
posed stamp cancellation 
reading "War Is Costly. 
Peace Is Priceless" because 
it's "too controversial." and 
that's a funny word for thp 
simple truth . The Red 
Skeltons arc a fun-lovin' 
couple, even early in the 
morning Breakfasting herp 
with a fripnd one recent 
a m. Georgia said: "I had 
the kooklest dream last 
night   I dreampt that Red 
gave me $500 " Red: "Anri 
1 told you to go to back to 
sleep and spend it" ... 
Basil Woon, my own travel- 
Ing cnrregpofidcnt. post­ 
cards from Teheran "Cocs- 
Cola out here. Pepsi In"   
proving that Joan Craw- 
ford's magic spell indeed Is 
everywhere Tennessee 
F.rnie Ford was standing in 
line for a table at the Ath 
crton Club the other night 
when Mgr Jim Popovich 
suddenly spotted him 
"Imagine you waiting for a 
table." he sputtered. "Why 
didn't you tell the hostess 
who you are 1 " "If I have to 
do that." smiled Ernie. Tm 
not!"

Y

ROYCE BRIER

By CHARLES E. CHAPEL 
AMerablymaa. 4tth District

Wednesday will be cele­ 
brated in many far-flung 
corners of the world as the 
birthday of the United 
States Marine Corps Almost 
eight months before the De­ 
claration of Independence 
was signed in Philadelphia, 
on July 4. 1776. an event 
took place in the same city 
which deserves more than a 
(ootnotp in thp history of our 
republic

On Nov 10. 1775. at 
Tun Tavern, not far from 
Imlpprndencc Hall, in Phila­ 
delphia, "i Corps of Ma­ 
rines" was regularly enlisted 
to serve at sea on the ships 
of the newly created Amer­ 
ican Continental Navy Many 
of the men who joined the 
Marine Corpt that day were 
at sea under John Paul 
Janes when they became 
United States Marines on 
July 4. 177«.

* £ ->
The emblem of the United 

States Marine Corps is a 
globe and anchor sin mount­ 
ed by the American eagle 
with outspread wm-« The 
globe represents the fact 
that our marines have serv­ 
ed on the land, on the tea. 
and In the sir. all over the 
earth. The snchor Is the 
same anchor as that u»cd in 
the emblem of the United 
States Navy, symbolic of the 
fact thst the U S Marine

Corp* is part of the Navy 
The motto of the Corps is 

Semper Ftdelis"   Always 
Faithful. "Semper Fidelis" is 
also the title of the official 
march of the Marine Corps 
The mink was written by 
John Phillip Sousa when he 
was leader of the U S Ma­ 
rine Corpi Band m Washing­ 
ton. DC. There arp no offi­ 
cial words for the march 
There arp unofficial verses 
which are very earthy.

•'*••*'
The unofficial but very 

popular march of the Ma­ 
rine Corps is the "The Ma­ 
rines' Hymn." commonly 
called "The Halls of Monte 
luma" because the first 
verse begins "From the 
Halls of Montczums to the 
Shore* of Tripoli." The 
music was taken from a 
light opera composed by Of­ 
fenbach, titled by him 
"Genevieve de Rarbaranc." 
There are countless verses 
but the authors are un­ 
known.

The Marines' Hymn is 
often played softly as a 
hymn. Usually It is played 
and sung In 44 time as a 
lively march It also is 
played as a waltz in 3/4 time 
for the weddings of marines 
When a marine I* carried to 
his last earthly resting place, 
the Hymn becomes s dirge 
and It played In 24 time 
while the proceision march­

es at the traditional filteen 
inch half-step Then when 
the services are over, tho 
band marches off, playint: 
the Hymn of the Corps as a 
lively march, symbolic of 
the marine's faith in the res 
surection of the body and 
the life everlasting

The colors of the Corp* 
are red and gold. Red repre­ 
sents bravers and the blood 
shed for God and the Repub­ 
lic that marines are proud 
to nerve The gold does not 
represent money because no 
marine ever died rich. Gold 
stands for fidelity, the same 
faithfulness expressed in 
Semper Fidelis.

-'. J. V-,

If you arc not too busy on 
Wednesday morning, pause 
for a moment of prayer for 
all the men of all thr armed 
forces, not forgetting thp 
marines overseas Then, if 
you have a few minutes 
more, raise the National 
Colors, hoist Old Glory to 
the top of the pole display 
the Flag of the United States 
of America.

Some woman passing by 
may have a son in the serv­ 
ice of our country. He may 
be a marine in Viet Nam. 
When she sees your Flag, 
shp will know that someone 
has a heart The colors of 
the United States Marine 
Corps are red and gold. 
Also, they arc red. white 
snd blue.

Space Journeys May Pose 
Problems in Life Rhythm
Deep thinkers from the 

time of Socrates have been 
impressed with Ihr reality 
that men do not pass 
through life in level flight

For no known reason they 
fpcl badly one day. and fine 
the next : they are down and 
pessimistic, or up and optim­ 
istic in periods, and all with­ 
out the help of chemical* 
like alcohol.

This periodic change of 
state is very noticeable in 
marital relations, but It ap­ 
plies to all human relations 
It has a rhythmic quality, 
and psychologists have been 
taxed to find a cause Did 
the rhythm respond to a 
clock in the biological sys­ 
tem, or was it environmen­ 
tal"

lj»le in the last century 
the matter came to the at­ 
tention of cosmologists. who 
had discovered the 11-year 
sunspot cycle Here was the 
biggest timepiece we know, 
and It was evident that at 
the sunspot maximum, solar 
radiation bathing terrestrial 
life was also at a maximum 
But scientists have been un­ 
able effectively to correlate 
the sunspot cycle with a 
planetary cycle, particularly

among the lower verte­ 
brates, and insects like the 
rvcllc locusts.

A few years ago a curious 
and vague clue arose with 
let aviation V railroad train 
is not fast enough to distort 
the lime-environment rela 
lion for the traveler, but 500 
m p h manifestly did.

Most of us feel out of sorts 
after a five-hour flight We 
feel a need to adjust to a 
new life dimension in eat­ 
ing, sleeping and doing, and 
this adjustment period may 
require a day or several 
days. Yet the discomfort 
cannot be lucidly described

Space travel ithat is. our 
rudimentary experience 
with 10 has aroused new in­ 
terest In this common phe­ 
nomenon. The other day in 
St. Louis E. R. Spangler. a 
biologist, told a meeting of 
space engineers that the 
problem will need extensive 
study. He said animals and 
plants are rhythmic systems 
adjusted "In subtle ways to 
the many periodicities of the 
planet, but their adaptations 
are imperfectly understood."

He Illustrated it with a 
mystery which has been

thrashed over by biologists
for decades

^ ... .A.
It runs like this- remove 

a species of crab from a 
beach to a laboratory tank, 
and the crab will rise and 
descend in his tank In coor­ 
dination with the rise and 
fall of the tide on his beach

What mechanism in the 
crab brings this off Hut 
what mechanism determines 
bird migration and salmon 
runs'1

Spangler says thp need of 
"recycling" the biological 
clock will be Intensified by 
supersonic travel, but the 
real problem will come with 
sustained space travel, 
where time-environment 
changes will be high multi­ 
ples of the 2000 m.p.h. air­ 
plane.

"It it turns out. be said. 
"that rhythms developed 
over millions of years of 
adaptation, can't be broken, 
then the spaceman will die." 

He didn't say so. but he 
implied serious space travel 
u impossible unless a way 
can be found to break or 
nullify a life rhythm on 
earth

\

WILLIAM HOGAN

From the Mailbox
Kdltor. Prpss-llerald

The Honorable A S Her 
long, Jr. Representative 
from Florida, on .Ui.uttn 
10, 19D3, placed In the Con 
nrrssKuial Record :i list »f 
'Current C o m m u n i s i 

Goals" Here are sonic of 
the goals which he listed, 
and of which we should la1 
very much afraid, lest UP 
succumb to the Communist 
line:

"IV S acceptance of co­ 
existence as the only alter­ 
native to atomic war."

"U. S. willingness to ca­ 
pitulate in preference to en- 
gating in atomic war "

"Develop the illusion that 
total disarmament by the 
United Statei would be a 
demonstration of in o r s 1 
strength "

V\ T

"Permit free trade be­ 
tween all nations regardless 
of whether or not items 
could be used for war."

"Provide American aid In 
all nations regardless of 
Cimimi.mM (luiniiutiuii "

"Promote the LA ,tv Im 1 
only hope of mankind ' : 
its diarter is rewritten, de­ 
mand that it bp HP) up is a 
one-world government with 
its own Indppnnripnt armpd 
forces.' 1

"Do away with all loyal­ 
ly oaths"

"Get c o n t i (i I of Hit' 
schools. l ! K4- them as trans­ 
mission bells for socialism 
and <  u r r e n t Coi.in.un- 
ist propaganda Soften the 
curriculum Get control of 
teachers' associations Put 
thr party line In textbooks "

"Use student riots to fo­ 
ment public protest against 
programs or organisations 
which are under Commun­ 
ist attack "

Si <

  Infiltrate the press. Get 
control of book-review as­ 
signments, editorial writing, 
policyiuaking positions "

"Gain control of key po­ 
sitions In radio, TV and mo­ 
tion pictures."

"Eliminate all laws gov­ 
erning obscenity by calling 
them 'censorship' and a vio­ 
lation of free cpeech and 
free press."

Break down cultural 
standards of morality by 
promoting pornography and 
obscenity in book*, matt?- 
/nit's, motion picture*, radio 
..n,| TV."

Iniiltrale the churches 
anil replace revealed relig­ 
ion with 'social' religion. 
Discredit the Bible and em 
phasiz* the need for Intel­ 
lectual maturity which does

not need a iquote) 'religious 
crutch'."

"Discredit thp American 
Constitution by calling It 
Inadequate, old   fanhioni'd. 
out of stop with m nd p r n 
nccdi, a hindrance to co­ 
operation between nations 
on a worldwide basis "

"Belittle all forms of Am­ 
erican culture and discour­ 
age the teaching of Ameri­ 
can history on the ground 
that it was only a minor 
part of the 'big picture' "

"Support any socialist 
movement to give central- 
lied control over any part of 
the cuiture education, so­ 
cial agencies, welfare pro­ 
grams, mental health clin­ 
ics, etc.''

"Eliminate the House 
Committee on Un-American 
Activities"

* -if *
"Discredit and eventual­ 

ly dismantle the FBI'
"Repeal the Connally Res 

mation so thp United 
Ktatvs cannot prevent t h p 
World Court from si-mnu 
jurisdiction over n a t i o n K 
and iiHjvnluals alike "

Thou* arp the things 
which we need to .uuar.l 
if we would preserve our 
freedom and defeat Com­ 
munism. 

JOHN McDONAI.D WREN

Show Business Writings 
Crowd Publishers' Lists
Publishers' lists seem 

heavier than usual this sea 
son \vilh personal statements 
by show business personal! 
ties. I can understand the 
appeal of a Sammy Davis Jr. 
with his exuberant and 
strong observations in "Yes 
I Can," the best-seller of the 
season to date in this cate­ 
gory. Others, already pub­ 
lished or due within weeks, 
are less than historic docu­ 
ments, as 1 had occasion to 
find out by burrow! nu 
through several last week­ 
end.

Mickey Uooney'g autobio­ 
graphy, for example, titled 
in lower case "i.e.," and due 
from Putnam's early this 
month. One wonders why. U 
is an arrogant statment, 
from what I could take olf 
it, by the movie "Puck" and 
"Andy Hardy" of yesteryear 
who became a gifted lover 
and a symbol, like his form­ 
er co-star Judy Garland. 01 
all the worst that a Holly 
wood careei (.mid <!<» to a 
child in the l«:)0s anil '-10s. 
Thp publishers stress thai 
flooney wrote it all himscli, 
for whatever that is worth

In "A Gift of laughter" 
(Athrneum), the comedian

Alien Shornian presents liis 
a u t o b I o gr a p h y. Psy­ 
choanalysis to the jungles of 
network television to almost 
accidental success with "My 
Son the Folk Singer." "Hello 
Muddah, Hello Fadduh" and 
the like.

A breezy, uninhibited 
itatcment, and a merciless 
one as Shertnan describes 
the lunacy, frustration, 
waste and wholesale phoni- 
ness that goes Into commer­ 
cial television production. 
Sherinim wat a producer in 
thii tanUsyland before his 
funny records placed him in 
the truly impressive t a x 
brackets.

Another gift   this one 
"A Gift of Joy," is a Helen 
Haves memory book from 
Kvans-Lippincott P c r sonal 
reminiscences plus philoso­
phical OVurlUllfS that Welll
to bolder on the. self-help, or 
self-rcaluHtion variety, by H 
l.uK whi) ran still |)lu v H 
convincing role   this oiu- 
the nicest, most proper up 
per middle-class widow and 
mother on the block. Jusi 
too saccharine for my taste 
The veteran actress includes

hits and pieces from her 
lavorlte writers (Swinburne, 
Phyllls McGlnlevi and her 
favorite scenes from old me- *< V 
cesses i"Mary of Scotland."' > 
"Victoria Kegina"). This 
xecms to me s book designed 
for the veteran matinee-goer 
whose memories go back to 
happier theatrical times   
the era of "Dear Brutus," 
"Coquette" and "What 
Kvery Woman Knows"

I expected more from 
  l-ena,' an autobiography 
(With Kichard Schickel) by 
Lena Home, mostly because 
her autobiographical piece 
in Show magazine a year or 
so ago was such a Url, posi­ 
tive and ebullient statement 
by an entertainer. The book 
is fairly testy, as Miss Home 
describes the frustrations in 
attempting to best the racUl 
odds in the movies, or travel 
inn as a girl (linger with 
bands a generation ago 
Tin-.so are illuminating foot- 
note« to the social histoi > 
of the entertainment bust 
ness Yet "l^eiia" remains a 
performer's story o! routine 
dimensions rather than 
emphatic, meaningful, teally 
angry document it might 
have been. (Doubleday).


